
FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT
ASSOCIATION  OF
AUSTRALIA

F I R S T  Y E A R  G U I D E  2 0 2 1

UN I V E R S I T Y  O F  N EW  S O U T H  WA L E S



P A G E  2

T A B L E  O F  C ON T E N T S

3 PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS

4 THE EXECUTIVE TEAM

5 TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS

8 INDUSTRY OVERVIEW & PILLARS

9 SUBCOMMITTEE RECRUITMENT

10 FMAA ALUMNI

13 SPONSORS



PRESIDENT 'S  ADDRESS

Welcome to the FMAA!

 

Whether you’re a first-year student looking around our O Week Stall for the

first time, or if you’re a seasoned FMAA veteran who loves a duck pancake

canape at our yearly Down-to-Business Luncheon, it is my pleasure to

welcome you to another great year of FMAA events. 

 

At FMAA we focus on connecting our members with professionals in a wide

variety of industries, however, that is definitely not all. For any first year feeling

slightly overwhelmed, don’t stress. We offer the chance to get involved with a

university society and make the most of your university experience. Joining

FMAA firstly as a member, but also as a subcomm, was one of the best

decisions I made in my time at UNSW, I have been lucky enough to find some

of my closest friends here.

The Financial Management Association of Australia (FMAA) remains

committed to guiding all our members in both their university life and career

journey. We want you to have the best possible transition from high school to

university and from university to the workforce. Not only do we offer

unparalleled networking opportunities but in our 31st year we are committed

to helping students develop an understanding for life in financial services and

many business-related fields, with case competitions, workshops and access

to the world’s leading business institutions. 

 

With the new BComm degree changes it is more important than ever to get

involved with networking and society events. As an FMAA member, you will be

invited to an array of exclusive networking opportunities where you can meet

a diverse range from both our sponsor firms and like-minded students. Your

involvement with the FMAA will also distinguish you from other students and

serve as a solid foundation to build upon as you enter the workforce. 

 

I hope I’ll get to see you around and I wish you all the best for the year ahead. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lavan Chelliah

President
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FMAA  UNSW  KEY  EVENTS
TERM  1

FIRST YEAR FUNDAMENTALS

CORPORATE COCKTAILS

DOWN TO BUSINESS
LUNCHEON

First Year Fundamentals
introduces first-year students to
career opportunities available to
them during and after university.
This event includes a panel of
older students from a range of
disciplines sharing their insights
and expertise.

The Corporate Cocktails is
FMAA’s largest networking event
with over 250 students in
attendance. This event provides
an unparalleled opportunity for
sponsors to meet talented
students and inform them of their
firm’s career opportunities prior to
the graduate recruitment period.

The Down-to-Business Luncheon
is a unique intimate networking
opportunity by allowing hand-
picked students to interact with
sponsors through both networking
and roundtable discussions whilst
enjoying a three-course meal.
Students and sponsors are
matched based on their
preferences. P A G E  5



FMAA  UNSW  KEY  EVENTS
TERM  2

STEM ALTERNATE
PATHWAYS EVENING

The Financial Services Evening
aims to allow students to discover
more about the industry through
panel discussions and networking.
With over 100 students in
attendance, students have the
opportunity to hear from both
junior and senior representatives.

The STEM Alternate Pathways
Evening aims to inform students
from a STEM background on
career opportunities in
management consulting, banking
and professional services. This
event is held in collaboration with
other UNSW societies.

INSIDE ASSET MANAGEMENT

Inside Asset Management is an
exclusive networking event
dedicated to introducing high-
achieving students to
representatives from leading
Australian asset and investment
management firms. This event
precedes the FMAA UNSW Asset
Management Case Competition
State Finals.
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FMAA  UNSW  KEY  EVENTS
TERM  3

MANAGEMENT CONSULTING
CASE COMPETITION

DISRUPTION FORUM

WOMEN IN BUSINESS
EVENING

The FMAA MCCC involves teams
competing nationally to provide a
solution to a management consulting
problem. In 2020, teams were asked
to advise the global consulting
company Capgemini on how they
could capitalise on the ‘future of
work’ to accelerate growth in the
new working world.

The Disruption Forum is a new
event, which aims to provide an
opportunity for firms and students to
discuss the megatrends that will
impact the workplace they exist in.
This event involves a panel
discussion with Q&A from students,
along with a networking event
afterwards hosted at the EY Centre,
Sydney.

In alignment with FMAA’s support of
gender equality, the Women in
Business Evening is designed to
encourage gender diversity in the
financial services industry and dispel
myths about women in finance. 
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INDUSTRY  OVERVIEW  AND
PILLARS

Australia’s Financial Services Industry facilitates the flow of funds between sectors, companies and
people. Major players of this industry include commercial banks, investment banks, brokerage firms
and insurance companies. With this field representing one of Australia’s leading employers,
opportunities presented to graduates are endless, as they are able to enter into a multitude of
divisions including retail banking, financial markets, financial planning and solution providers.

Professional Services firms serve the role of providing clients with expert knowledge, solutions and
assistance to strengthen the overall businesses. A Professional Services firm is typically comprised
of four main service lines: Audit, Tax, Consulting and Corporate Finance. This sector offers students
the opportunity to grow and work across a diverse range of industries and through their range of
graduate programs as well as cadetship and internship opportunities, applicants are able to
experience the firm’s offering and culture.

The primary role of these institutions is to make well-informed investment decisions on behalf of
their clients to grow their finances, diversify their portfolios and mitigate investment risk. From
asset managers, financial analysts and even economists; a range of occupations are involved in
undertaking the investment research, market analysis and management decisions that go into this
service. The asset management industry is typically made of mutual funds, hedge funds and private
equity funds.

Disruptive technologies, scarce natural resources and incumbent government regulations present
challenges to every firm’s success. While firms have little difficulty identifying challenges;  devising
feasible solutions to alleviate them is much more complex. Thus, consultants are hired to develop
solutions and offer advisory and implementation support commonly in designations such as
strategy, operations, technology and process.

Firms in this industry provide the services of legal practitioners to individuals, businesses,
government agencies, and nonprofits. This sector aims to provide innovative solutions to solve
complex challenges for clients and ultimately make a long-lasting impact. There is a wide array of
clerkship opportunities available for students to apply for and truly understand what the field is
like.

Financial Services

Professional Services

Asset Management

Legal Services

Management Consulting
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FMAA welcomes you to join the executive subcommittee team! Subcommittee members
get a chance to organise and participate in all of the society’s official sponsored events.
They also actively support core executive functions. Most importantly, joining the FMAA
society will allow you to foster new relationships with like-minded peers.

Our team spirit is solidified via both formal and informal mentoring and meetups. We also
bond over social events and plenty of nights out. Highlights of our social calendar include
our ski trip, bi-annual road trips and our national conference trip to Melbourne. We also
have sporting teams in oz-tag, netball and basketball, which we combine with USYD FMAA
to expand your networks! 

Joining the committee is not only a chance to gain important career skills but also offers a
support system through the rough times, cheerleaders through the good times and a
FMAAmily for a lifetime.

FMAA  UNSW  SUBCOMMITEE
RECRUITMENT

How to Join
To be eligible to join FMAA subcommittee, become a member on our website. 
Have a look at our Facebook page to find our FMAA T1 2021 Subcommittee
Recruitment Event. 
To join, fill out the application form by the 12th of March 11.59PM:
https://form.jotform.com/210388646806867
Answer the questions clearly and be yourself, we’re looking for students who have a
genuine interest in making the most out of their society experience. If we’re pleased
with your written application, core members from the team will then reach out to
you for an interview. We’re looking forward to hearing from you!

1.
2.

3.

4.
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FMAA  UNSW  ALUMNI :  
WHERE  ARE  THEY  NOW?

1. Bachelor of Commerce (majoring in finance) / Law 

2. The FMAA is a great society to join because it provides a
platform for students to create a rewarding university experience
and accelerate their professional development. Internally, the
FMAA is a cohesive group that truly allows individuals to make
lifelong friendships and connections – both within UNSW and
with other campuses as well. Externally, the events that the FMAA
run exposes students to exclusive networking opportunities and is
a great way for students to learn more about practical skills. 

3. Aside from roadtrips and other bonding events, one particular
highlight that still resonates with me is the annual Melbourne
FMAA National Conference. Being able to be surrounded by like-
minded people who are also passionate about the society is a
really surreal and satisfying experience. 

4. For students looking to enter the finance industry, I would
highly recommend attending the FMAA’s (or other general)
networking events. Talking to firm representatives is a great way
to really gauge what firm culture is like and to ask any questions
that you would not be able to Google. Hearing different peoples’
experiences can help you understand what the industry is like,
what to expect and help you develop a strong professional
network. Most importantly, be yourself! Regardless of where you
end up, being your genuine self will allow you to thrive. 

What did you study at UNSW? 

Why would you encourage students to join the FMAA?

Can you name a highlight from your time in the FMAA?

What advice would you give to university students looking to enter your current
industry?

I NVESTMENT  BANK ING  ANALYST  GOLDMAN  SACHS

JENNY  WANG

PRESIDENT  

2019

1

2

3

4
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FMAA  UNSW  ALUMNI :  
WHERE  ARE  THEY  NOW?

I NVESTMENT  BANK ING  ANALYST  DEUTSCHE  BANK

EDDY  WANG

VICE  PRESIDENT

(SPONSORSHIPS)

2019

1. Bachelor of Commerce (majoring in Finance) and Law 

2. I would highly encourage students to join FMAA because it is a
great way to make new friends and socialise with university
peers from varying degrees. In particular, if you are interested in
pursuing a career in finance and the general business world,
FMAA serves as a great platform to understand and learn about
the industry from people who have worked or are working in
different areas of it.

3. For me, the best part of FMAA was the close-knit friends I was
able to make. I would say they are some of the best friends I have
in life. Other top highlights for me include the road-trips and
annual Melbourne trips we go on as a society. 

4. For students looking to enter into finance and business
generally, I would recommend studying hard when you have to
but do not sacrifice everything else. It is equally important to
have a social life, to participate in a sport, to play music or enter a
competition. Having these experiences will allow you to stand
out among a sea of other like peers. Additionally, it is important
to practice interview skills and attend networking events with
the purpose of listening to the person working in the firm or
industry and learn about what their work is like rather than for
the sole purpose of making them remember you. 

P A G E  1 1



FMAA  UNSW  ALUMNI :  
WHERE  ARE  THEY  NOW?

1.  I studied a Bachelor of Commerce and Laws majoring in
Finance.

2. Being a part of the FMAA offers an unparallel practical
experience, providing the opportunity to learn about the broad
range of career options available, build networks and develop hard
skills. Simultaneously, the FMAA is your second family at university,
boasting a small team of diverse, smart and passionate people
with whom you can grow personally and professionally. Regardless
of your grade, degree and career outlook, the FMAA is undeniably
the most rewarding society to join!

3. Apart from our annual trips down to Melbourne, a highlight that
comes to mind would definitely be when our FMAA team played
paintball together. Being able to have genuine friends from
various degrees and grades with whom you can enjoy your
university experience along the way is something that is so rare
and valuable, and the FMAA provides just that. The best part would
also have to be ending the day at Frangos Charcoal Chicken.

4. For students looking to enter the finance industry, I think its
important to always remain open-minded not only in terms of the
people you meet, but also your career outlook. Given the vast array
of careers available in finance, I believe it is only through putting
yourself out of your comfort zone and being proactive in trying as
many new things as possible, that you will be able to find what
work truly interests you and challenges you.

I NVESTMENT  BANK ING  ANALYST  UBS

LUCY  LI

TREASURER

2019
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FMAA SPONSORS

2021

http://www.fmaa.com.au/

UNSW@fmaa.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/FMAAUNSW/

CONTACT DETAILS

https://www.linkedin.com/company/fmaa-unsw/ 
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